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Central Theme of the story “Father” by Prafulla Roy 

The central theme of Pra fulla Roy’s story “Father” revolves around poverty, parental 

love, sacrifice, and the emotional distance created by social and economic struggles. 

The story presents the life of a poor father who silently bears hardship to secure a 

better future for his child, showing the depth of a parent’s unconditional love. 

One of the most important ideas in the story is selfless sacrifice. 

The father lives in extreme poverty and deprivation, yet he does not complain. 

Instead, he works hard and gives up his own comfort so that his child may have 

opportunities he never had. His suffering remains mostly unspoken, highlighting how 

parents often endure pain quietly for their children’s welfare. 

Another major theme is the emotional gap between father and child. 

Because of poverty and harsh living conditions, the father cannot openly express 

affection in tender words or gestures. His love is shown through actions rather than 

speech—through labor, endurance, and protection. The child, however, may not fully 

understand this silent love at first, which creates a sense of distance and 

misunderstanding. This reflects a common social reality where economic struggle 

limits emotional expression within families. 

The story also explores social inequality and hardship. 

Through the father’s life, the author portrays the suffering of the poor and the harsh 

realities faced by marginalized people. Poverty is shown not only as a lack of money 

but also as a condition that affects dignity, relationships, and emotional life. 

Ultimately, the story conveys that a father’s love is deep, pure, and often hidden 

behind silence and sacrifice. 

Even without words, his struggles reveal profound affection and responsibility. The 

reader is moved to recognize and respect the unseen sacrifices parents make 

In conclusion, the central theme of “Father” is the silent, sacrificial love of a poor 

parent struggling against poverty and social hardship for the sake of his child’s 



future. Prafulla Roy powerfully shows that true parental love is not always expressed 

through words, but through endurance, suffering, and selfless devotion. 


